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amazed me to hear how many resources
are tied up with paperwork generating,
reporting requirements, and tracking.
If it wasn’t required by law, I wouldn’t
be surprised if schools refused to enroll
children with disabilities. The amount
of time it takes a school employee to
keep up with the regulations, the
amount of financial resources that are
used to document school activities and
student performance—it’s almost a
miracle that the school has the time to
educate the children.

When we reduce the paperwork, the
reporting requirements, the docu-
mentation, we free up time and money
to devote to the education of our chil-
dren and we allow those children with
disabilities to achieve as much as they
can possibly achieve. It allows the
teacher to get back to the classroom,
the administrator to get back to mak-
ing sure the school is safe and the cur-
riculum is top-notch, and the parents
to rest easy knowing that their child is
receiving the same educational oppor-
tunities every other child is receiving.

But one of the most common re-
marks I’ve heard from Montana schools
is that they need more flexibility. And
this bill gives them that. In particular,
the question of discipline is often
raised. Current law prohibits schools
from suspending a disabled child for
more than 30 days even if the child
brought in a dangerous weapon or
threatened a teacher or student. S. 1578
gives the school some flexibility in de-
ciding how to handle that violation. If
a child with a disability violates such a
policy, that child may be suspended for
up to 10 school days. In that time, the
IEP team may designate an alternative
placement for up to 35 days. And, if the
behavior was not related to the disabil-
ity, the child can be disciplined as any
other nondisabled child would be.

Mr. President, I want to make sure
that all children have access to a free,
appropriate public education. Whether
a child has a disability, mental or
physical, whether a child is poor or dis-
advantaged, whether the parents of
schoolaged children have the resources
to afford special care or not—we need
to take the responsibility of educating
our future generations very seriously.

And there is a balance we need to
maintain. Order and discipline in our
schools is essential to creating an envi-
ronment conducive to learning, for dis-
abled and nondisabled children alike.
There should be a balance between the
parents involvement and the schools
efforts in educating a child with dis-
abilities. And there is a balance to be
kept between making sure schools are
accountable for the Federal dollars
they receive and overburdening them
with red tape. This bill, S. 1578, strikes
that balance.

I join my colleagues in supporting
this important legislation and I com-
mend Senator FRIST for his hard work
in making sure that both parents and
schools were consulted in proposing
these changes. With the bipartisan sup-
port it enjoyed in the Labor Commit-

tee, I look forward to seeing this bill
brought to the Senate floor soon. Our
Nation’s future—our children—depend
on it.
f

SECRETARY RON BROWN AND
BARRY CONRAD

∑ Mr. MACK. Mr. President, I offer my
heartfelt condolences and prayers to
the family of Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown and to all of the other families
who have lost a loved one in this ter-
rible tragedy.

It is never easy to lose someone close
to you. Yet I believe those that Com-
merce Secretary Brown left behind—
his wife Alma, his daughter Tracey,
and his son Michael—can be comforted
and given strength by the knowledge
that Ron Brown died doing what he
loved: Representing the President as
Commerce Secretary and serving
America by promoting American eco-
nomic interests abroad.

Secretary Brown will be remembered
for his commitment to our democracy,
his charisma, and the enthusiasm with
which he embraced new ideas and chal-
lenges. I will keep Alma, Tracey, Mi-
chael, and all others who are mourning
this great loss, in my thoughts and
prayers during their time of grief.

I would also like to offer my condo-
lences at this time to the family of
Barry L. Conrad who was accompany-
ing Secretary Brown on his trip to the
Balkans. Mr. Conrad was the founder of
the Barrington Group, a dynamic hotel
company in Miami, and had previously
headed Burger King’s U.S. franchise op-
eration.

In addition to being a successful busi-
nessman, Mr. Conrad was a very promi-
nent and well-respected member of the
south Florida community. This is a
great loss not only for the family and
friends of Mr. Conrad but for the entire
State of Florida.

I am praying for the Conrad family,
and all others who are mourning as a
result of this tragedy.∑
f

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Thomas, one of his
secretaries.

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the PRESID-
ING OFFICER laid before the Senate
messages from the President of the
United States submitting sundry nomi-
nations which were referred to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

(The nominations received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)
f

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

At 11:54 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills, in which it requests the
concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 842. An act to provide off-budget
treatment for the Highway Trust Fund, the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, the Inland
Waterways Trust Fund, and the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

At 2:07 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the speaker has signed
the following enrolled bills:

H.R. 255. An act to designate the Federal
Justice Building in Miami, Florida, as the
‘‘James Lawrence King Federal Justice
Building.’’

H.R. 869. An act to designate the Federal
building and U.S. Courthouse located at 125
Market Street in Youngstown, Ohio, as the
‘‘Thomas D. Lambros Federal Building and
U.S. Courthouse.’’

H.R. 1804. An act to designate the United
States Post Office-Courthouse located at
South 6th and Rogers Avenue, Fort Smith,
Arkansas, as the ‘‘Judge Isaac C. Parker
Federal Building.’’

H.R. 2415. An act to designate the United
States Customs Administrative Building at
the Ysleta/Zaragosa Port of Entry located at
797 South Ysleta in El Paso, Texas, as the
‘‘Timothy C. McCaghren Customs Adminis-
trative Building.’’

H.R. 2556. An act to redesignate the Fed-
eral building located at 345 Middlefield Road
in Menlo Park, California, and known as the
Earth Sciences and Library Building, as the
‘‘Vincent E. McKelvey Federal Building.’’

The enrolled bills were signed subse-
quently by the President pro tempore
(Mr. THURMOND).

At 4:09 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the
report of the committee of conference
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses on the amendments of the
House to the bill (S. 735) to prevent and
punish acts of terrorism, and for other
purposes.

f

MEASURED REFERRED

Pursuant to the order of August 4,
1977, with instructions that if one Com-
mittee reports, the other Committee
have thirty days to report or be dis-
charged, the following bill was read the
first and second times by unanimous
consent and referred as indicated:

H.R. 842. An act to provide off-budget
treatment for the Highway Trust Fund, the
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, the Inland
Waterways Trust Fund, and the Harbor
Maintenance Trust Fund; to the Committee
on the Budget and the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

f

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated:

EC–2262. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the cumulative report
on rescissions and deferrals dated April 1,
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